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Sociology and Jurisprudence
Mr. Hughes
Owosso High School 

Room 215
Phone: (989) 729-5546
Email: hughes@owosso.k12.mi.us 


Course Description
Sociology and Jurisprudence is a yearlong course that is an elective in the Social Studies Department. Throughout the year we will discuss a few of the many different aspects of law. This will range from the creation of law, the enforcement of law, Criminal Law, Civil Law, Consumer Law, and many other aspects of our judicial system. During the course of the year we will cover these topics through discussions, debates, presentations, projects, and other various activities. 
Sociology and Jurisprudence at Owosso High School enables students to develop the attribute of the International Baccalaureate’s Learner Profile. Students will have the opportunity to develop their natural curiosity through inquiry and research.  Students will become thinkers as they examine primary and secondary documents critically to recognize universal themes.  Students will become effective communicators able to understand and express ideas correctly, confidently and creatively. Through class discussions, students will be encouraged to be caring, empathetic and respectful toward the needs and feelings of others. Overall students will grow as reflective, and balanced individuals who understand the importance of personal well-being for themselves and others and able to assess their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.

Topics to be covered (May be changed at discretion of instructor)

1. Introduction to Law and the Legal System

a. Lawmaking
b. The Court System
c. Lawyers

2. Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice

a. Crimes

b. Defenses

c. Criminal Justice Process

d. Juvenile Justice

3. Torts

a. Civil

b. International

c. Negligence

d. Public Policy

4. Consumer and Housing Law

a. Contracts

b. Warranties

c. Credit Services

d. Deceptive Sales

5. Criminal Forensics

a. Forensic Techniques

b. Criminal Psychology

c. Criminal Behavior

Classroom Conduct: There are three basic rules that will oversee our class for the year:

1. Be Respectful—Respect is the most important part of the classroom. I expect 

everyone in the classroom to have respect; you need respect for your classmates, for yourself, and for your teacher. Examples of this would be to not interrupt while others are talking, raising your hand before answering questions, and having cell phones off during class. I also will be very respectful towards you. 


Profanity Vs. Vulgar Language: Profanity is typical swearing. We all slip up once in a while so I am a little bit more lenient with this. Repeated abuse will be dealt with however. Try to leave your out of school talk for out of school. Vulgar Language is an entirely different category of degrading because it specifically targets race, religion, ethnicity, culture, disability, sexual orientation, etc. This is not acceptable in my classroom and will not be tolerated. This is considered a warning to all.

2. Be Prepared—You need to be prepared every time you come through the classroom door. This means that you will be in your seats when the bell rings with everything you will need for the period. You will start to get a feeling of the daily routine which will give you a better understanding of what materials you will need for the day. Being prepared also applies to the idea of studying for quizzes and tests.

3. Be Honest—Most importantly, you need to be honest to yourself. Know where you stand with the material in the class so you can seek help when needed. Honesty is also expected throughout the classroom. Excuses are not tolerated. Be honest with me if something arises where you would like more time. Trust is one of those things that if broken it can be fixed. However, it is not as easy to build as it was the first time around.

Class Rules:
1. Please do not interrupt or disrupt learning in progress, raise your hand.

2. No cell phones or headphones allowed unless approved by Mr. Hughes.
3. Have respect for yourself, your classmates, your education and your teacher.

4. All rules and guidelines set forth in your student handbook will also be enforced.

Grades:  
Various types of assessment will be used in this course. These include exams, tests, quizzes, essays, in-class assignments, homework assignments, and projects. The grading scale is as follows


A+
97-100

B+
87-89

C+
77-79

D+
67-69

A
93-96

B
83-86

C
73-76

D
63-66

A-
90-92

B-
80-82

C-
70-72

D-
60-62

E 
<60

Grading Break Down:

Assessments: Tests, Projects, Quizzes: 90%

Classroom Assignments: 10%

Homework:  
Class work will be assigned on a regular basis. You are responsible for all assigned work. You will be given class time to start most days so please use that time wisely. Homework is expected to be completed the following day unless otherwise noted.

Quizzes:  
Quizzes will be given at regular intervals to ensure everyone understands the overlapping concepts. They will cover current topics and happen at regular intervals to ensure understanding of material. Expect these to be given weekly to help with the overall understanding of each concept.

Tests: 
A test will be given at the end of every unit to assess comprehension. There will be advance notice of tests and will be accompanied by, at minimum, a day of review.
Extra Credit: 
There will be various opportunities throughout the year for extra credit. There will not be opportunities given at the end of the term.
Make-Up Policy: 
I understand that there will be absences for a variety of reasons throughout the year. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure work is made up. In the case of homework, you are expected to have the assignment for the day you were absent ready upon your return. One day will be given to make up work assigned on the day you were absent. Late work will be accepted one day after due date but will be marked down 25%. Late work will not be accepted more than one day late.
Please utilize all the resources you have this year. AST will be available shortly after the year begins. This is a great program to help with any work you have in any class. If you come to see me before school, I will be available at lunch to help with any questions you have. Have a great year!!
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Educate and inform the whole mass of the people… They are the only sure reliance for the preservation of our liberty. 


                      -Thomas Jefferson 











