GottaKnows

Institutions of Government

Congress

1. Pork-barrel

2. Logrolling

3. How a bill becomes a law

4. Committees

5. Chairs and Ranking members

6. Congressional Leadership

7. House Rules Committees

8. Filibuster

9. Congressional Districts

10. Reapportionment

11. Redistricting

12. Racial Gerrymandering

13. Party of President losing seats in midterm

14. Power of incumbency

15. House and Senate differences

16. Oversight (to Bureaucracy)

17. Trustee vs. Delegate philosophy

18. Enumerated vs. implied powers

19. Perks

20. Power of the Purse

POTUS

1. Line item veto, pocket veto

2. Veto Override likelihood

3. Implied or Inherent powers

4. When can a bill become law without signature?

5. Executive Agreements

6. Vice President

7. Presidential Approval Ratings

8. Head of State 

9. White House organizational style

10. Cabinet vs. White House Staff

11. State of the Union

12. Executive Orders

13. War Powers Resolution

14. Budget and Impoundment

15. Reprieves and Pardons

16. Impeachment procedure (HOUSE impeaches and SENATE removes with 2/3 vote)

17. Executive Privileges

18. Two Presidencies(foreign and domestic) 

19. Commander in Chief

20.  Line of Succession 

Bureaucracy

1. Pendleton Act

2. Patronage (Spoils System)

3. Civil Service

4. Merit Principle

5. Red Tape, waste

6. Whistle blowers

7. Types of Bureaucratic Entities

Cabinet

Independent Regulatory Agencies

What power do they have?

Independent Executive Agencies

8. How do civil servants get their job? How can they lose their job?

9. How do political appointees get their job?

10. Who can the president fire in the bureaucracy?

11. Iron Triangles

SCOTUS

1. Judicial Activism vs. Judicial Restraint

2. Strict vs. loose constructionist

3. Marbury v. Madison

4. Judicial Review

5. Marshall, Warren, Burger and Rehnquist courts

6. Number of justices

7. How appointed, how removed

8. Layers of the court system

9. Dual (state & federal system)

10. Rule of Four

11. Writ of Certiorari

12. Conference, opinions

13. Stare Decisis

14. “Least Dangerous Branch”

15. Litigants (plaintiff v. defendant)

16. Standing, class action

17. Amicus Curiae

18. Politics of Judicial Selection

19. Senatorial Courtesy

· Some big idea questions for Free Response review.

These are not complete Free Response Questions, but are good practice for your FRQ.

·  How do politicians manipulate the congressional apportionment process to give their political party an advantage? In what ways are these officials limited by the separation of powers and checks and balances? (What has changed gerrymandering?)

·  What is the role of political parties and party leadership in the structure and processes of Congress?

·  What is the purpose of committees? How do they facilitate the legislative process?

·  What are the differences between the House and the Senate in terms of: constitutional powers, structure and organization, members’ constituencies, rules and procedures and exclusive powers? How do some of these differences provide a minority party with considerably more power in the Senate than in the House? Is this system unfair? What has been done to eliminate a little of the power a minority party might have in the Senate?

·  Does/should the president have unilateral authority to make war? Describe the constitutional conflict between the president and Congress over the decision to go to war. How can Congress check the president’s military powers? What is the impact of the War Powers Act?

·  How does the president attempt to influence the legislative process? Describe the constitutional 

authority for the president’s role in the legislative process. Describe conditions that tend to lead to more or less success in setting the legislative agenda and shaping legislative outcomes. 

·  How do executive orders represent the president’s ability to create legislation independently? What  

does the president use to justify these actions?

·  How does the federal bureaucracy execute the laws? Explain how Congress, the Supreme Court, and citizens influence and limit the powers of the federal bureaucracy. (Oversight) Does the federal bureaucracy upset the separation of powers? 

·  Describe the ways in which judicial review is impacted by political ideology and judicial philosophy (including loose constructionism vs. strict constructionism and judicial activism vs. judicial restraint). Be sure to discuss how political ideology and judicial philosophy intersects yet can also diverge.

·  Is the federal judiciary truly “independent” from public pressure and public opinion? Give examples of why it is independent, and then why it is not? How do the two other branches of government impact the judicial branch? Give examples.

