GottaKnows!

Constitutional Underpinnings

Intro

1. What is politics?

2. Lessons from other nation’s politics

3. Theories of Democracy – especially Elitism, Pluralism, & Majoritarianism

4. Founders’ perception of Direct (Pure) Democracy v. Indirect Democracy (aka Republicanism)

5. Philosophy of the Declaration and John Locke

Constitution

1. Structure and problems with the Articles of Confederation

2. Conflict and compromise at the Constitutional Convention

3. Structure of Congress and the Connecticut (Great) Compromise

4. How the Constitution was ratified (any coaxing involved?)

5. Federalist 51 (Madisonian Model) – Place control beyond the majority, Checks and Balances,

Separation of Power) – “ambition must be made to counteract ambition”

6. Bill of Rights – what are they and why were they added to the Constitution?

7. Know significant Amendments

8. Most common way to amend the Constitution

9. Informal means of changing the meaning of the Constitution

Federalism

1. Unitary vs. Confederate vs. Federal systems

2. Implied vs. Enumerated Powers

3. Significance of Marshall on the SCOTUS (Gibbons v. Ogden & McCulloch v. MD)

4. McCulloch v. Maryland and the Supremacy & Elastic Clauses

5. Federalism and the 10th Amendment

6. Initiative, Referendum, Recall

7. Dual v. Cooperative Federalism (Layer v. Marble cake)

8. Devolution (know examples of power being returned to the states)

9. Politics of Money (Mandates, Grants-in-aid, and Block Grants)

