Gotta Knows!
Political Parties, Elections, Interest Groups, and Media

Political Parties

1. Liberals & Conservatives

2. Who are stereotypical D’s and R’s?

3. Political Realignment & Critical Elections

4. Dealignment & Decline in the strength of parties

5. Why do we have two parties?

6. Parties as Linkage Institutions

7. Closed vs. Open Primaries

8. What is the role of Third Parties?

9. Why do Third Parties have a hard time achieving electoral success?

Elections

1. How do primaries & caucuses work?

2. Significance of Iowa & New Hampshire

3. Move to the extremes to get the nomination and move to the center to get elected

4. Who decides when primaries and caucuses are held and who decides how delegates are awarded?

5. Super Tuesday

6. What is the purpose of national political conventions?

7. McGovern/Fraser Commission

8. Super Delegates vs. Delegates

9. Electors = Senators + Representatives (+ 3 with DC)
10. What happened in the 2000 Presidential Election?

11. Problems with the Electoral College

12. Purpose of the Electoral College

13. 270

14. Frontloading

15. Election Timeline

16. Matching Funds

17. Coattails

18. Campaign Finance Reform

19. FEC/FECA
20. Presidential vs. Congressional Elections
Interest Groups

1. Know Interest Group types
2. What are the many things that Lobbyists do besides talk to legislators?
3. Interest Groups and the 1st Amendment

4. Interest Groups as Linkage Institutions

5. PACs
6. 527’s
7. Why do people join Interest Groups?

8. Interest Groups & Pluralist/Elitist/Theory

9. Hard Money vs. Soft Money (Soft cannot go directly the candidate)

Media

1. Historic examples and eras of the media

2. Is the media biased? Which way?

3. How does the government regulate the media?

4. How is the media changing?

5. Spin

6. Incredible Shrinking Sound Bite

7. Role of the White House Press Secretary

8. Relationship between government and media
9. Media Conglomerates Role

10. Using the Media for Free Airtime

